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A New Outlook for the House of Electronic Arts Basel (HeK)  

 

HeK is the only institution in the field of new media and digital art to have 
received a grant for 2014 from the Federal Office of Culture and is already 
looking forward to new opportunities to present an extensive 
interdisciplinary program when it moves to its new base on Freilagerplatz 
(formerly Oslostrasse 12–14) in autumn / winter 2014. 

The first sod was turned on Monday, 2 September 2013 to mark the start of 
comprehensive remodelling of the warehouses at Oslostrasse, into which both 
HeK and iaab, the Basel region’s International Exchange and Studio Program, 
will move in autumn/winter 2014.  

The new base assures HeK optimal conditions for the presentation of artworks of 
all genres, particularly those demonstrating new synergies between art, media and 
technology. In addition to a 600 m2 exhibition space with flexible modular 
elements, a 200 m2 multifunctional space is available for use as a concert hall, 
performance space or conference room. Administration, management and PR are 
likewise in the House along with a visitor-friendly foyer and café. The long 
awaited move to a new building is vital to HeK’s continuation of its attractive 
event, exhibition and educational programs. It will also allow HeK to further 
develop its programs content and to pursue new goals and priorities. The HeK is 
focused not on classic event, exhibition and educational formats but on an 
interdisciplinary program that can foster exploration of the impact of digital 
technology on cultural production and the shifting interfaces between different art 
forms. 

As of 2014, with its first funding support from the Federal Office of Culture 
(BAK), the scope of HeK’s activity will encompass not only new media and 
digital art presentations and PR but also the challenging, new and on-going tasks 
of collecting new media and digital art, and confronting the professional and 
scientific issues involved in its long-term conservation and/or restoration.  

 



 

 

As a national centre of excellence for the new media and digital arts field, HeK 
exerts charisma beyond national borders. Platforms, festival-style events and 
projects with broad appeal will be scheduled in a two-year rhythm, and 
international interest aroused by persuasively high quality programmes. HeK will 
in a sense take up the baton from the former Shift Festival (which was scheduled 
for May 2014 but has now officially disbanded), whereby HeK is also developing 
new artistic formats, more in keeping with the spatial potential of its new venue 
and financial and operational leeway.  
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